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SAN DIEGO, Ca lif. - - Th e cha ll enge of a newly unified campus attracts many 
of the candidates for t he position of pres iden t of the University of San Diego, re-
ports the Presidenti a l Search Committee. "They are i1:1pressed with USD as a univer-
sity that is ready for academic change and see here an opportunity for real leader-
ship." 
As of Novemb er 19, there are 155 serious applicants, with three and four more 
coming in every day, said the Rev. William L. Shipley, chairma n of the committee. 
"Hany are interest ed in the emphasis at USD on undergraduate education, some -
thing th ey f ind rare in universiti es today. Others are impressed with the USD School 
of Law, now the fourth ranking l aw school in the state . 
"They say that th ey see in USD a university able to make the changes ess ential 
to modern education, change s dif f icult to i mp l ement in older schools with traditional 
structures, and yet the university is free from turmoil. The ideal location of USD 
at the heart of a rapidly expand i ng a rea is also an important consideration with 
the applicants." 
Father Shipley is encouraged by the high rate of affirmative responses to con-
sideration for the post. ''We had assumed that with hundreds of colleges without a 
president at the present, and the general sta te of uneasiness in higher education, 
our search would be a more difficult one." 
(more) 
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The hi gh ca l i ber and t he divers e ba ckgrounds of the candida t e s a r e also note-
worthy . Many of th e appl i cants ar e presently college pre sidents, or vic e pr e sident s 
or deans of schools. Othe rs a r e lawyer s , engineers, aedica l doctors, high r anking 
milita ry men, or in some h i gh government post. Many a re involved in comprehen s ive 
academic pl anning . 
"The effort to r educe t he number o f candida t es is a happy problem ," Fa the r 
Sh ip l ey s a i d . "We int end t o do it with thought f ul ca re a nd to t ake into full con-
sider a tion the f i ne distinctions o f ability." 
Three women a r e among th e candi da t e s , who come f rom 32 states, Cana da and 
Epgl and. 
Memb e rs o f t he Sear ch Committ ee a r e the Mo s t Rev er end Leo T. Mah er, Bishop 
of San Di ego, and chairman of the USD board of trus t ee s ; Gilbert R. Fox , cha irman o f 
the San Di ego Coll ege f or Women boa r d of trust ees; Mrs. Roy Fitz gerald, USD trust ee ; 
Dr. Anita Figuer edo, SDCW tru s t ee ; Sist er Nancy Morris, SDCW pre sident; Msgr. John 
E. Baer, USD president; Jo seph Brock, acting dean , School of Law; Dr. Ernest Morin , 
SDCW f aculty; Fa ther Shipl ey , USD fa culty ; Frank Engfelt, School of Law faculty; 
Willi am R. Winship, Student Bar As s ociation; and Mi ss Deborah Comfort, Associ a t ed 
Students. 
The new pres ident will be the chi e f of ficer of the academically coordinated 
USD and SDCW, known as the US D Coordina te Colleges. Howeve r, the two institutions 
are still corpora t e l y independent, though mer ger negotiations are und erway. 
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